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Summary:
To seek approval to agree to a move to direct lets for all Registered Provider 2, 3 & 4-
bedroom accommodation

Recommendation(s):

(1) That Cabinet Member approves the move to direct lets for all Registered Provider 
2, 3 & 4-bedroom accommodation

Reasons for the Recommendation(s):
The proposal will assist Sefton Housing Options Team to accommodate those families 
currently placed within its Temporary Accommodation

Alternative Options Considered and Rejected: (including any Risk Implications)

The Council could withhold approval to direct lets and continue to keep people in costly 
Bed & Breakfast accommodation.

What will it cost and how will it be financed?

(A) Revenue Costs
There are no additional revenue costs arising from the proposals in this report

(B) Capital Costs
There are no additional capital costs arising from the proposals in this report

Implications of the Proposals:

Resource Implications (Financial, IT, Staffing and Assets):
NA
Legal Implications:



Section 167 of the Housing Act 1996 requires Local Housing Authorities to have an 
Allocations scheme for determining priorities in allocating housing accommodation.

In certain circumstances properties may be allocated directly to applicants outside the 
Choice Based Letting Scheme. Where this is agreed with the Local Housing 
Authority(ies), such lets will be considered to be Nominations.

Equality Implications:

There are no equality implications

Contribution to the Council’s Core Purpose:

Protect the most vulnerable:
Through the prioritisation of those families within the Council’s temporary 
accommodation for 2, 3 & 4-bedroom Registered Provider properties, thereby 
reducing the need to purchase costly Bed & Breakfast accommodation
Facilitate confident and resilient communities:
Proposals help maintain community stability
Commission, broker and provide core services:
The Council works with Registered Providers through Property Pool Plus to deliver its 
social housing allocations policy
Place – leadership and influencer:
NA
Drivers of change and reform:
NA
Facilitate sustainable economic prosperity:
NA
Greater income for social investment: 
NA
Cleaner Greener
NA

What consultations have taken place on the proposals and when?

(A) Internal Consultations

The Executive Director of Corporate Resources and Customer Services (FD 6547/21) 
has been consulted and notes the report indicates no direct financial implications for the 
Council in respect of these proposals 

Chief Legal and Democratic Officer has been consulted and has no comments on the 
report (LD 4748/21)

(B) External Consultations 
None

Implementation Date for the Decision



Following the expiry of the “call-in” period for the Minutes of the Cabinet Meeting

Contact Officer: Graham Parry
Telephone Number: 0151 934 3927
Email Address: Graham.Parry@sefton.gov.uk

Appendices:
n/a 

Background Papers:
n/a

1. Introduction/Background

1.1 The Council’s social housing allocations scheme is based on being a choice-
based lettings scheme. In early 2021 Cabinet Member approved the move to 
Direct Lets in Sefton, which had a positive impact of being able to move homeless 
individuals placed within Sefton’s Emergency Covid Accommodation into 
Registered Provider properties that came available using the below provision 
within the Property Pool Plus allocations scheme policy;

2.3.1   In certain circumstances properties may be allocated directly to 
applicants outside the Choice Based Letting Scheme. Where this is 
agreed with the Local Housing Authority(ies), such lets will be 
considered to be Nominations. Illustrative examples of such Direct 
Lets are as follows but this list is not exhaustive:

• Where accommodation is required following major 
emergencies, such as fire, flood, serious harassment or other 
major incidents. In these situations, the advertising of 
vacancies may be suspended to enable the matching of 
applicants to vacancies that arise
• Where a targeted offer is made to an applicant who is owed 
a homeless duty;

1.2 Since the beginning of June 2021 there has been a slight increase in the number 
of families requiring temporary accommodation.  Families provided with B&B 
accommodation are moved to self-contained accommodation as soon as 
possible, whether that is at Lonsdale Road or other accommodation where 
there are cooking facilities and separate bedrooms if required. The table below 
shows the total number of households accessing temporary accommodation with 
singles and families separated.  
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1.3 Below are the number of families that are currently accessing temporary 
accommodation. This shows there are a relatively large number of families who 
have been in temporary accommodation, some since January 2021.

Date in temp Household make up Current 
accommodation

22/04/2021 Woman +2 children Lonsdale
16/06/2021 Man +1 child Lonsdale
07/06/2021 Woman +2 children Lonsdale
07/04/2021 Couple +3 children Lonsdale
03/06/2021 Woman +1 child Lonsdale
09/06/2021 Couple +1 child Lonsdale
29/01/2021 Woman +4 children ServicedLiving (Airbnb)
23/04/2021 Woman +4 children ServicedLiving (Airbnb)
26/04/2021 Woman +4 children Talbot
07/06/2021 Woman +4 children Talbot
18/06/2021 Woman +1 child Talbot
22/05/2021 Male +2 children Pontins
17/06/2021 Female +2 children Travelodge

1.4 A 3-month short period of direct lets for 2, 3- & 4-bedroom accommodation would 
be used to help move those people who have been within the Council’s temporary 
accommodation or costly B&B accommodation.  

1.5 In order to assist these cohorts of homeless clients it is suggested that any RP 2, 
3 or 4-bedroom properties that become available to let would be presented to 
Sefton Housing Options Team by RPs, who would then make a decision on 
who is the most appropriate homeless person for the property; either from our 
Temporary Accommodation hostels or B&Bs.

1.6 Officers would monitor the use of Direct Lets on a monthly basis and report the 
impact of them to future Cabinet Member Briefings.


